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Because Newman receives state and federal funding, Newman is required to comply with state testing 
requirements. Because these are a state requirement that measure student growth and progress as well as 
grade promotion, Newman does not have a policy to enable students to opt out of testing. Please see below for 
further details regarding the Texas Education Agency’s standardized testing requirements.  

What is STAAR? 
The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness, or STAAR®, is the state testing program designed to 
measure the extent to which students have learned and are able to apply the knowledge and skills defined in the 
state-mandated curriculum standards, the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). Every STAAR question is 
directly aligned to the TEKS currently implemented for the grade/subject or course being assessed.  

In what grades, subjects, and courses are students assessed under the STAAR program?  
STAAR assessments are administered for  
• Grades 3–8 mathematics  
• Grades 3–8 reading  
• Grades 4 and 7 writing  
• Grades 5 and 8 science  
• Grade 8 social studies  
• Algebra I, English I, English II, Biology, and U.S. History 

What are the general testing requirements for students in grades 3–8?  
In most cases, students in grades 3–8 must be tested at their enrolled grade level as required in Texas Education 
Code (TEC) §39.023(a). Exceptions to this requirement may exist for students receiving instruction above grade 
level. 

What are the testing requirements for students in kindergarten, grade 1, or grade 2 who are receiving 
instruction in subjects above their enrolled grade level? There are no STAAR testing requirements for students 
enrolled in kindergarten, grade 1, or grade 2, so these students do not test. STAAR testing requirements begin 
with students enrolled in grade 3.  

What are the general testing requirements for students enrolled in high school courses? 
Regardless of enrolled grade level, students should take STAAR EOC assessments (Algebra I, English I, English II, 
Biology, and U.S. History) as they are completing the corresponding courses since these assessments are 
required for high school graduation based on TEC §39.025. 

What are the SSI promotion requirements?  
Under the SSI promotion requirements, students are required to pass (Approaches Grade Level) the STAAR 
grade 5 mathematics and reading tests to be promoted to grade 6. Additionally, Texas Education Agency 
Student Assessment Division April 2018 Page 4 of 19 students are required to pass (Approaches Grade Level) the 
STAAR grade 8 mathematics and reading tests to be promoted to grade 9. 

What STAAR tests are required for high school graduation? 
In general, students must pass (Approaches Grade Level) five STAAR EOC assessments— Algebra I, English I, 



English II, Biology, and U.S. History—to earn a high school diploma from a Texas public or charter school as 
required in TEC §39.025. 

When are the STAAR tests administered?  
STAAR assessments are administered in the spring (April and May). Additional testing opportunities are available 
for SSI and EOC assessments in the summer (June) and for EOC assessments in the fall (December).  
• Beginning of April: STAAR grades 4 and 7 writing, grades 5 and 8 mathematics and reading, English I, and 
English II  
• Beginning of May: STAAR Algebra I, Biology, and U.S. History Texas Education Agency Student Assessment 
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• Middle of May: STAAR grades 3, 4, 6, and 7 mathematics and reading, grades 5 and 8 science, grade 8 social 
studies, and retests for STAAR grades 5 and 8 mathematics and reading  
• End of June: retests for STAAR grades 5 and 8 mathematics and reading and STAAR Algebra I, English I, English 
II, Biology, and U.S. History  
• Beginning of December: STAAR Algebra I, English I, English II, Biology, and U.S. History  
The specific testing dates each year can be found on the student assessment testing calendar at 
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/calendars/  

How many days are students taking STAAR assessments? 
In general, students spend the following number of days testing during each school year: two days in grades 3 
and 6; three days in grades 4, 5, and 7; and four days in 8. Due to SSI promotion requirements, some students in 
grades 5 and 8 may need additional testing days for retests. The number of testing days for high school students 
is dependent on when students take specific high school courses and whether students need to retest. In most 
cases, a high school student would have five days of testing throughout his or her high school years—three in 
grade 9, one in grade 10, and one in grade 11.  

Is there a time limit for STAAR assessments?  
Yes. All STAAR assessments have a four-hour time limit except for English I, English II, and English III, which have 
a five-hour time limit. The time limits were established as the maximum amount of time allowed to complete 
the assessment, although most students should be able to complete the assessment in less time. 
Accommodations for extra time within the same day or an extra day are available for students who meet 
eligibility criteria. 

What reporting data are available to students and their parents? 
A student portal is available to students and their parents through the Texas Assessment Management System. 
A student can see his or her recent test results and, in many cases, the student can see the test question, his or 
her answer choice, and a reason why the answer choice is correct or incorrect. The student is also able to see his 
or her test results from previous administrations. Each student is provided a unique access code to log in to the 
data portal. The access code is found at the bottom of the student’s STAAR Report Card. The student portal can 
be accessed at https://www.texasassessment.com/  and there is no charge for students or parents to use it. 

(Newman’s explanation of the TEA Parent Portal: STAAR results can be accessed for your student by going to 
www.TexasAssessment.com. You will need your student’s date of birth and social security number to look up 
your student’s Unique Access Code. If your student has an S-number instead of a social security number, please 
contact the campus office to get that number.) 
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